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April 15 again marked a very -

successful tax protest day for Lib-
ertarian Party groups in Michigan
and across the U.S.

The event, coordinated by Ed
Jowett nationally and Joe Overton
in Michigan, was an effort to draw
attention to both the disastrous
and ever increasing levels of taxa-
tion and also to let people know
that the Libertarian Party is work-
ing to reverse this trend.

Libertarian Party groups in
Kalamazoo, Flint, Lansing, Jack-
son, Port Huron, and several places
in the Macomb, Oakland, and
Wayne county area, all participated
in the event. The largest protest
took place Friday night at 11:00
p.m. when about 100 libertarians
from the tri-county area converged
on the Detroit central post office
to picket and pass out flyers,

The most media attention,
however, was given to the Lady
Godiva ride sponsored by the
Kalamazoo area libertarians, where
an unidentified rider clad only in a
body suit rode through downtown
Kalamazoo during the noon hour.
The event was organized by Kala-
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LIBERTARIAN LADY GODIVA STOPS TRAFFIC IN KALAMAZOO

mazoo County LP Chair Sheryl
Loux, and drew coverage in several
Michigan newspapers and televis-
ion stations, and Associated Press
?hotographs appeared in papers as
ar away as Denver, Colorado and
Atlanta, Georgia. In addition to
the tremendous media coverage,
the group succeeded in distributing
over 3000 flyers. Inquiries are still
being received at LPM Headquar-

CONVENTION UPDATE

Recent additions to the line
up of speakers should make this
1983 State Convention one of the
most exciting and informative ever!

In addition to 1982 LPM
candidate for governor Dick Jacobs,
David Boaz, Vice President of
Public Policy of the Cato Institute
and David Friedm..n, of the UCLA
economics departn.ent and author
of The Machinery of Freedom, will
also be speaking at the Convention.

Most of the business and talks
will take place on Saturday, so if
you can’t make it for the entire
weekend, consider driving up for
just the day.

If you wwould like to come to
the convention but don’t want to
make the drive alone (or need a
ride), contact Joe Overton at LPM
Headquarters for names of people
in your area who either need rides
or riders. O

ters from people responding to the
flyers and asking for more infor-
mation on the Libertarian Party.
Nationally, protests were held
in over 200 cities. Two things that
have made this event a traditional
success are the ease of coordinat-
ing a protest and also the excellent
response from the last minute
filers to the Libertarian message.
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STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES
OF THE
LIBERTARIAN PARTY

We, the members of the Libertarian Party, challenge
the cult of the omnipotent state and defend the rights of
the individual.

We hold that all individuals have the right to exercise
sole dominion over their own lives, and have the right to
live in whatever manner they choose, so long as they do
not foreibly interfere with the equal right of others to
live in whatever manner they choose.

Governments throughout history have regularly
operated on the opposite principle, that the State has
the right to dispose of the lives of individuals and the
fruits of their labor. Even within the United States. all
political parties other than our own grant to government
the right to regulate the lives of individuals and seize the
fruits of their labor without their consent.

We, on the contrary, deny the right of any govern-
ment to do these things, and hold that where governments
exist, they must not violate the rights of any individual;
namely, (1) the right to life — accordingly we support
prohibition of the initiation of physical force against
others; (2) the right to liberty of speech and action —
accordingly we oppose all attempts by government to
abridge the freedom of speech and press, as well as
government interference with private property, such as
confiscation, nationalization, and emminent domain,
and support the prohibition of robbery, trespass, fraud
and misrepresentation,

Since governments, when instituted, must not
violate individual rights, we oppose all interference by
government in the areas of voluntary and contractual
relations among individuals. People should not be
forced to sacrifice their lives and property for the benefit
of others. They should be left free by government to
deal with one another as free traders, and the resultant
economic system, the only one compatible with the
protection of individual rights, is the free market.
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GUEST
COLUMN

Taxation Violates Individual Rights

by George Leef

In a letter published in the
March 22 Midland Daily News, Mr.
W. P. Kelly takes issue with my
contention that taxation is theft.

Evidently he takes it to be the
case that the supposed benefits a
citizen receives from the govern-
ment justifies its confiscating his
property.

This is a serious issue, and I
am glad that the Midland Daily
News provides a forum for its dis-
cussion. I believe it can be shown
that, notwithstanding his 43 years
of high school teaching, Mr. Kelly
is in error,

One of the first principles of
modern economic theory is that
value is subjective. That is, wheth-
er a good or service is valuable to a
person, and how much so, depends
on the person himself. We cannot
objectively measure the value of
anything-- it depends on the indi-
vidual’s own scale of values. There-
fore, no outside observer can say
whether any good or service is in
fact beneficial (worth the cost) to
someone else,

Mr, Kelly may think that the
“services” of the government are
beneficial to him, but he has no
warrant for asserting that they
must be so for everyone else.

My contention is this: All of
the services provided by the Mich-
igan government could be provided

by businesses or other non-coercive
institutions operating in the open
market. Yes, that is anarchism,
and I find it entirely defensible,
(There is a fairly extensive litera-
ture on this subject. If the reader
is interested, I suggest David Fried-
man’s “The Machinery of Free-
dom™ or Murry Rothbard’s ‘“For
A New Liberty.”)

If these services were offered
for sale in this manner, no one
would be compelled to purchase
unwanted services, or to purchase
more than was desired. But with

government, there is no connect-
ion between your desires and the
taxes you pay. You are forced to
“purchase” the entire range of in-
efficiently provided services which
the state offers, regardless of how
little they may be worth to you,

Consider, for example, public
education. Through taxes, I am
forced to support this service even
though I have no children, and
think that public education is actu-
ally harmful to me.(How? Because
on the whole, public schools poor-
ly prepare students for the college
courses I teach, making my job
more onerous.)

There is no reason why edu-
cation has to be provided by the
government, and if it weren’t, no
one who didn’t want this service

Those interested in being the Guest
Columnist should submit their ar-
ticles for consideration by the 20th
day of the month preceeding the
next month’s issue,

would be compelled to help fi-
nance it. Grocery stores should
not be allowed to make you buy
products you don’t want or even
make you sick, and neither should
government.

It is useful to liken govern-
ment operations to those of an
extortion ring. The extorters visit
a business owner and tell him he
must buy ‘“‘protection” and per-
haps other services from them,
Declining the services is not allow-
ed, nor is buying from a competi-
tor. Failure to pay the set high
price will cause a visit from an en-
forcer who will try to collect
peacefully if possible (but with a
penalty for inconveniencing them),
but by force if need be.

Now it may well be true that
the extorters actually deliver their
services, They really do protect
against rival thieves-- they don’
want others exploiting ‘‘their”
client. And perhaps the extorters

even spend some of the money

they have taken from him in the
owner’s store, thus conferring
some “benefits’ on him. But none
of this alters the fact that a serious
wrong has been done to the store
owner,

I submit that there is no
morally important distinction be-
tween the acts of the extortion
ring and the acts of the govern-
ment. The government, too, ‘sells’
its inefficient monopoly services
to people who are given no choice

but to “pay’ for them. Like the
extorters, the government varies
its “price” based upon the indi-
vidual’s ability to pay. The more
you have, the more they take
away.

And like the extorters, the
government threatens to do you
harm if you don’t go along with
their racket. Fail to pay the taxes
they say you ‘“owe” and you’ll
first be politely asked to pay (plus
a penalty for inconvenience) and
if you persist in not paying, vio-
lence will ultimately be used to
deprive you of your property (and
maybe your liberty, too).

The standard reply to this
analysis is that the government is
different from an extortion gang
because it is elected. Supposedly
the acts of the state are morally
justified because the citizen is
“allowed his say.”” He is permitted
to cast one vote out of thousands
or millions for someone to “‘repre-
sent’” him, and therefore should
not be heard to complain when
the state treats him in the manner
just discussed. He is held to have
“consented” — irrespective of
whether or how he voted — since
he “had a say.”

But when people have rights
(as to life, liberty and property),
they are entitled to more than a
say. They are entitled to THE say.

If you own a house, you are
entitled to more than a say in how
that house is to be used. You are
entitled to make the decision.
That entitlement is in no way af-
fected by the votes of others.

That is my case against taxa-
tion. It is an unnecessary and un-
justified violation of individual
rights. 15

George [eef is a professor of economics
at Northwood [nstitute in Midland, MI.
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PRIORITIES FOR CHANGE
by A.P. Bollman

The Libertarian Party is reach-
ing a new stage in its development.
Throughout this last decade it has
firmly established itself as the
major third party in the United
States. At the same time, there
are still a great many people with
libertarian attitudes who are not
aware of the party’s existance.
Because of this, it is not unreason-
able to expect the election of Lib-
ertarians to state and national offi-
ces in the United States within the
next decade.

It is highly unlikely, however,
that Libertarians will be elected in
such massive numbers that they
will be able to legislate the entire
Libertarian Party platform into
existance overnight. Because of

this, Libertarians elected to office
will have to decide which govern-
ment programs to fight first. To
do otherwise might result in some
disastrous policies and a total loss
of credibility for the party, with
nothing left to prevent the march
of the United States stateward.
For instance, a logical thing
for a Libertarian freshly elected to
office to do might seem to be to
take action against government
unemployment insurance and wel-
fare. However, as long as the gov-
ernment is taking action to ensure
that unemployment stays at a cer-
tain level through such policies as
minimum wage, it only makes
sense for a Libertarian to battle
those first. Once those have been
eliminated, the Libertarian will be
able to turn his attention to wel-
fare, and will probably be more
successful in his battle, since there
will be fewer truly deserving peo-

DORIS L. BALL, Ph.D.

Center for Behavioral Psychiatry and Psychology, P.C.

111 S. Woodward

Suite 250

Birmingham, MI. 48011
(313) 644-2900
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ple on the public dole.

In the same vein, to work for
open borders is an admirable am-
bition, and well within the Liber-
tarian tradition. This, however, is
impossible for a welfare state to
do. As long as the U.S. provides
extensive welfare, to throw open
the borders would be to issue an
invitation to everyone in the
world who is looking for three
meals a day and a place to sleep
without doing any work.

_ There are other ways that the
Libertarian Party must establish
its priorities, but the most impor-
tant thing is for Libertarians to
establish their priorities now, in-
stead of waiting until it becomes
necessary. O

Arthur Bollman is a journalism major
at Michigan State University.

BALLOT PETITIONS FILED

The Libertarian Party of Mich-
igan has filed over 24 500 signa-
tures with the State Elections
Department to regain ballot status
that was lost in the 1982 General
Election.

We are presently waiting for
the State Board of Canvassers to
meet and give official approval.

Although short of our goal
of 30,000 signatures, the number
submitted should still give a com-
fortable margin for error over the
20,000 valid signatures required.
Details on the petition drive will
appear in next month’s Michigan
Libertarian. Thanks to all those
who helped out! O

MONTHLY 50/50 RAFFLE

The Libertarian Party of Mich-
igan Monthly 50/50 Raffle is still
going strong. The winner of the
second drawing was Jay Schwartz
of Southfield, Joe Cote’ of Birm-
ingham selling the winning ticket.
The receipts for this month’s raf-
fle were up form last month to
$306.00

Remember, this is a free
raffle; anyone may send in the
enclosed tickets to enter. How-
ever, donations of $1.00 per ticket
will be cheerfully accepted to go
toward the LPM operating fund. ]
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by Dick Whitelock

On the 1983 political scene,
the Libertarian Party could well be
described as the USFIL (United
States Football League) of politics.

Challenging the established
pro’s of the Republican and Demo-
cratic parties will be no easy task.
But, nobody promised us a rose
garden. Right?

Ilook at it this way; It’s like
chipping away at a concrete wall
with a toothpick. The process
started slowly and seemed like a
frustrating attempt at a totally
futile undertaking. The tooth-
picks kept breaking and nothing
seemed to be happening.

Suddenly a small indentation
started to appear. Through sheer
determination and dedication to a
cause, the chips started to fly fast-
er and they became larger. Soon,
the small indentation grew to large
enough proportions so that a feel-
ing of accomplishment could be
realized,

What is it that keeps dedicated
Libertarians going? Are they going
to keep chipping away at a mass of
seemingly unpenetrable concrete
with toothpicks? What is it that
they are trying to accomplish?

THERE’S FREEDOM ON
THE OTHER SIDE OF THAT
DAMN WALL.... AND WE
INTEND TO GET THERE!!

Dedication to a cause. That’s
what all dedicated Libertarians are
involved in. Freedom is our in-
tended goal. The toothpicks have
been the initial efforts of Libertar-
ian Party movements throughout
the nation over the past decade.

The concrete wall that was
constructed during 100 years of
Republican and Democratic poli-
tical chicanery is beginning to
crumble. The ingredients they
used in their mixture; Ballot access
laws; Taxation; Manipulation; Con-
stitutional violations; Corruption;
Regulations and trickery, have re-
vealed numerous flaws. They have
become vulnerable.

As Libertarians, it’s time for
us to exchange our toothpicks for
pick-axes. The pick-axes will be-
come our educational tools, For
each and every American citizen
who is educated to libertarianism,
another tremendous chunk will
fall from the wall of political dem-

WHERE ARE WE GOING?

not our ally. The edges of our
educational pick-axes must remain
sharp. More and more dedicated
people must go to the wall of op-
pression until freedom is visible.
As the hole in the wall be-
comes larger, Libertarians will be

PATRICK A. HELLER

RARE COINS AND PRECIOUS METALS

LIBERTY COINS
MicHicaN NaTionaL Bank Burpe.
FRANDOR SHOPPING CENTER

300 FRANDOR AVE,

(517) 351-4720
LANSING. MICH. 48912

the first to enjoy the freedoms
they have worked so hard and
dilligently for. Once the opening
has been made, all Americans will
be able to follow. Millions of over-
taxed, over-burdened, over-regulat-
ed, and under-classed people will
be allowed to experience a free-
dom they never knew existed.

In order to accomplish the
ultimate Libertarian goal of free-
dom, we must first establish ad-
ditional goals for ourselves. Edu-
cation and numbers will be the key
ingredients. @ We must educate
many millions who have been
mired in the political wall that was
erected by the Republicans and
Democrats. We must educate
many more millions who have
been floundering about in a sea of

what they thought was indepen-
dency.

Every Libertarian should ac-
cept this challenge: I WILL PER-
SONALLY RECRUIT AT LEAST
ONE NEW CARD—CARRYING,
DUES—PAYING LIBERTARIAN
EACH WEEK FOR THE NEXT
TWENTY (20) WEEKS.

That’s the only way we’re
ever going to realize the freedom
we so desperatelv desire. Accept
the challenge . . .. Remember ., . .

THERE’S FREEDOM ON THE
THE OTHER SIDE OF THAT
DAMN WALL! . O

Dick Whiteloce is Chairman of the lonia
County Libertarian Party.
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DONALD H. THOMPSON, GRI

BROKER Res (616) 256-9094
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(616) Central Committee activities — sub-
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RIDES TO THE CONVENTION!!

Anyone needing a ride to the
convention or having room for
riders should contact LPM head-
quarters. Traverse City is about a
4 hour drive from Detroit; save
money and help more people get
to the convention by pooling rides.

Joe Overton, current LPM Di-
rector, will be returning to Michi-
gan Technological University to
complete work on his degree start-
ing this September. Anyone inter-
ested in applying for the position
of Director on either a full or part
time basis should contact LPM
headquarters.

Several LPM members have
expressed interest in constructing
billboards advertising the Libertar-
ian Party along well traveled streets
or freeways. If you have land that
the Party could use in this way, or
know someone who does, please
contact LPM headquarters., This
would be a relatively inexpensive

B . N M
. 3 way to give the Libertarian Party
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—— CALENDAR——

The State Central Committee
will be meeting Sunday, May 22 at
the Holiday Inn on the Lake in
Traverse City at 10:30 a.m. This
will be the first meeting of the
newly elected SCC.

The Jackson County Libertar-
jan Party meets on the second
Thursday of each month in the
Hall of Fame room at the Summit
Lanes Bowling Alley in Vander-
cook Lake. The meeting time is
7:00 p.m. For more information,
contact Jerry Potts at (517) 787-
3559.

THE MACOMB COUNTY LP meets
on the 4th Wednesday of the month
at the Harvest Table Restaurant,
Van Dyke and 15 Mile Rd. in War-
ren. Dinner at 6:30 p.m., meeting
at 7:30 p.m. For more information,
contact Virginia Cropsey.

Meetings and events of LP organizatio
charge. Send your message to: MICHI

THE WAYNE COUNTY LP meets
on the first Monday of every month
at Ciristoif’s Public House, 13736
Michigan Ave. in Dearborn. Meet-
ings begin at 7:45 p.m. For more
information, contact Mart Hillard.

THE MIDLAND COUNTY LP
meets regularly at the Grace Dow
Library in Midland. The meetings
feature libertarian speakers addres-
sing a variety of topics. For more
information, contact Janet Parkes
at (517) 631-9737.

THE OAKLAND COUNTY LIBER-
TARIAN PARTY mects on the 2nd
Tuesday of every month at Uncle
John’s Pancake House in Birming-
ham. Dinner at 6:30 p.m., meeting
at 7:30 p.m. Please contact Joe
Cote’ for more information.

nouncement of activities does not necessarily imply LPM endorsement.

THE METRO DETROIT LIBER-
TARIANS meet on the 3rd Tuesday
of every month at the Howard
Johnson’s Restaurant at 10 mile
Road and Northwestern in South-
field. Dinner at 6:30 p.m., meeting
at 7:30. For more information,
contact Keith Edwards.

THE WASHTENAW COUNTY LP
and the Ann Arbor Libertarian
League meet every Thursday night
at 7 p.m. in the basement of
Dominic’s Restaurant in Ann Arbor.
For more information, contact Jim
Greenshields or Glenn Mensching.

KALAMAZUO AREA LIBERTAR-
IANS (KAL) will be starting liber-
tarian philosophy discussion group
meetings right away.

For times and locations, con-
tact Sheryl Loux at (616) 343-4737

ns, or groups of interest to Libertarians, will be announced free of
GAN LIBERTARIAN, 112 W. Allegan, Lansing, Mich., 48933. An-

LPM Headquarters Lansing

{(517) 484-2188

RECTORY —

Brian Wright LPM Chairman
Joe Overton LPM Director

Ben Bachrach LPM Treasurer
Thomas Jones LPM Secretary

National Libertarian Party

Students for a Libertarian Society
Libertarian Student Network

Ann Arbor Area
Bay County LP

Grand Traverse Co, LP

lonia County LP

Ingham County LP

Glen Mensching
Mike Murphy
Nick Hamilton
Dick Whitelock
Mike Stein

(313) 644-1816
(517) 372-1687
(313) 5663-1558
(313) 837-1123
(202) 333-8209
(212) 475-9701
(202) 546-8353
(313) 662-7158
(517) 892-56290
(616) 946-6246
(517) 647-6252
(517) 482-6905

" St. Clair County LP

Jackson County LP Jerry Potts (517) 787-3559
Kalamazoo Area Sheryl Loux (616) 343-4737
Kent County LP Bill Hall (616) 534-56521

Macomb County LP Virginia Cropsey
Metro Detroit Libertarians Keith Edwards
Midland County LP Janet Parkes
Monroe County LP Chuck Dawson

Oakland County LP Joe Cote’
Pontiac/Waterford Area  Jim Hurrell
Saginaw County LP Sheila Hart

Tom Hoffman
Jim Greenshields
Mart Hillard

Washtenaw County LP
Wayne County LP

(313) 977-6628
(313) 777-7468
(517) 631-9737
(313) 654-2561
(313) 6469890
(313) 394-1245
(617) 7900521
(313) 987-6855
(313) 665-0574
(313) 873-4866
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THE STATE AGAINST BLACKS by Walter E. Williams. A distinguished black
economist evaluates minimum wage laws, licensing, union policy, trucking and
other regulations as examples of systematic impeding of the advancement of
minorities. Sees the government as a major perpertrator of racial exclusion. Views
the free market as the destroyer of racial barriers and privilege. (hd, 160p)

FREEDOMFOR ALASKANSby Richard L. (Dick) Randolph. The 1982 Libertarian
gubernatorial candidate gives his blueprint for rolling back the State in Alaska.
Randolph, the first Libertarian State Legislator in the country, was responsible for
repealing his state’s income tax. (pb, 108p)

SOCIALSECURITY: AVERTING THE CRISIS by Peter Ferrera. Shows that social
security has been established and maintained by deceit. Includes a detailed
presentation on how to get out of the system. (qpb, 160p)

PROGRESS AND PRIVILEGE: America in the Age of Environmentalism by
William Tucker. Argues that environmentalists, who like to think of themselves as
liberals, haveinreality used themovement to protect the status quo at the expense of
less-privileged classes. By exposing how they have distorted the issues to serve their
own purposes, Tucker reveals why many problems, though serious, are soluable.
(hd, 314p)

A NEW BEGINNING by Ed Clark. Presents a basic overview of the libertarian
approach to the pressing problems facing our nation. By the 1980 Libertarian Party
presidentia! candidate. (gpb, 135p)

TOMORROW, CAPITALISM by Henri LePage. Already translated into six
languages and a bestseller in France and Sweden, this is one of the most
controversial books in Europe today. Describes the recent revolution in economics
toward the tree market. Argues that the science of economicshasbeenreshapedinto
a coherent, comprehensive approach to the study of human problems. (hd 254p)

FOR ANEWLIBERTY by Murray N. Rothbard. A biting attack on the legitimacy of
the State, with numerous criticisms of government intervention. Offers market
solutions to many social and economic problems and presents a “revisionist”
interpretation of foreign policy and the origins of the cold war. (pb, 325p)

THE OMINOUS PARALLELS: The End of Freedom in America by Leonard
Peikoff. Intro by Ayn Rand. What is required to turn a country into total
dictatorship? How did the Nazis accomplish it Is it happening here? Peikoff argues
that today’s dominant ideas are leading America down the road to a Nazi-type
dictatorship in the near future. A profoygdly disturbing book. (hd, 383p)

ECONOMICS IN ONE LESSON by Henry Hazlitt. Classic primer on the principles
of the free market economy and the dangers of government intervention. Discusses
minimum wage laws, rent control, tariffs, unions, price fixing, inflation, etc. inan
easy-to-understand style. (gpb, 214p)

THE TWELVE YEAR SENTENCE: Radical Views of Compulsory Education,
Edited by William Rickenbacker. A major attack on compulsory education from
authors who range across the political spectrum. A legal and general bibliography
mabke this an invaluable tool. (hd, 236p)
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Please check the titles and send this entire ad to

LAISSEZ FAIRE BOOK SERVICE LMI
DEPT. , 206 Mercer St., New York, NY 10012
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