Open LETTER

June 1994

Prescrlptlon for Disaster u Lansing state Jounal

To Senator Carl Levin:

I have a specific question
that I need answered about the
Clinton health care plan, or
any other plans being consid-
ered by the Congress. Are
there penalties in these plans
for refusing to accept govern-
ment controlled medical cover-
age? Fines or imprisonment?
I need to know because I have
made the decision that if this
folly goes through I will not
accept the government cover-

age. The day I receive that
"Health Security Card” the
President waves around, I'm

going to cut it up and send it
back to the White House.

You see, Senator, I 1live my
life as an individual totally
responsible for my own needs.
I pay for my own food, shel-
ter, clothing, transportation,
and for all the products and
services I consume. I have
never in my life accepted any
money or any benefits supplied
by the government or paid for
by tax dollars. No loans, no
subsidies, no handouts, no
welfare or food stamps, etc.
The only service I receive is
the proper benefit of govern-
ment-- protection 1locally in
the form of police, protection
nationally by the armed
forces, and the reassurance
that a judicial system is in
place should I ever need it.
Those are the only services a
government should supply, and
they are the only ones I use.

I would get evicted before 1I
would accept a welfare check
to pay my rent, I would starve
before I ate food bought with
food stamps, I will void and
return each "Social Security”
check sent to me after retire-
ment-- I will never accept
government money. Similarly,
I will never accept Medicare
or Medicaid or any government
usurpation of my responsibil-
ity to provide for my own
health care. I will not allow
the government to pay my doc-

tors for the care I receive,
and if government payment be-
comes the only way that care
will be delivered, I will re-
fuse to accept the care.

Now, I realize the conse-
quences of this. If I got
sick I will not be able to
seek care. If I got in a car

wreck, I would not get treat-
ment. Terminating all possi-
bility of health care will

most certainly shorten my life
span. I know that, but I ac-
cept it as a reality of the
principles I believe in.

So please tell me, if I cut up
my smart card will I be ar-
rested? If I am in an acci-
dent but conscious, can I tell
the doctors not to help me?
Will they obey my wishes? Are
there provisions for a "living
will®™ in the Congressional
plans? Just as some religious
groups refuse medical treat-
ment on spiritual grounds, can
I refuse it on the basis of
conscience? Will I be fined
for doing so? )

Please take these questions as
seriously as I am meaning
them. Please send me an an-
swer, and if there is no an-
swer yet, please consider
these ideas when voting on

plans. This is a matter of
great importance to many
people.

:Michael Emhart, 0394.

"T will never

fail to live up
to my responsi-
bility to peace-

fully provide
for all of my
own needs."

B Wednesday, April 20, 1994

YOUR OPINIONS

Council frustrating

There seems to be some mis-
communication between the
residents of Lansing and the
City Council.

When the council members

were elected to help fix the
problems plaguing the streets of
Lansing, residents meant things
like the shooting of cab drivers,
the robbing of people at ATMs,
and government abuse of power
such as the early-out retirement
fiasco.
. Itis obvious now that what the
council thinks is the biggest con-
cern about the streets of Lansing
is what they are named. When
will they stop- wasting time on
such folly, and do what they
were elected to do?

“Lansing burned while the
City Council fiddled around with
street names.”

MICHAEL EMHART,
Lansing

B Lansing State Journal
B Sunday, May 1, 1994

Laws should expire

I think it’s great that Pepsi is
putting expiration dates on their
pop cans now. Wouldn't it make
sense if our legislators would
start doing the same thing on the
laws they pass?

I would like to see a “good
until” date put on all new laws,
no further than 10 years in the
future. Then every law would be
subject to periodic review and
renewal, and any that became
outdated would be dropped
when they came due. Expira-
tion dates are handy on milk,
and I think they would be just
the cure to keep our laws from
going sour!

MICHAEL EMHART,
! Lansing
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the rights wefve

lost. That's what
I want to go to

Washington to do."

:Jon Coon

Jon Coon Is
Absolutely Right!

The May 1994 LAMM meeting con-
sisted of the watching of por-
tions of two excellent video
presentations, and an invigo-
rating discussion of what we
saw and what it means to the
cause of liberty and politics.

A large portion of the evening
was spent watching the previ-

ous days edition of
"Absolutely Right."” This
Lansing-produced conservative

talk show is hosted by Robert
Glenn, who was the guest
speaker at the March 1994 LAMM

meeting. on the TV program,
Glenn interviewed Jon Coon,
who is the 1994 Libertarian

Party candidate for the United
States Senate seat being va-
cated by Don Riegel, and who
was the guest speaker at the
September 1993 LAMM meeting.

Glenn, who describes himself
as "the Christian right,”
found much in common to talk
about with Coon. Examples of
this were evident in their
conversations on gun control
legislation, taxation, prop-
erty rights and the minimum
wage.

Oon the subject of gun control,
Jon Coon defined the issue by
saying, "it's not about guns,
it's about freedom. If we re-
ally wanted to solve the prob-
lem we would start insisting
on personal responsibility,
which is what's missing in
this government of ours."”
Coon warned gun owners that
"anybody who thinks it's going
to stop here had better wake

up. It's not going to stop
here. What they want to do is
disarm this country. That's

what they're trying to do."

Jon Coon promised that as a
Senator he will "work for a
balanced budget without rais-
ing taxes. I don't care how

7 ent s
‘s not possible i

that's baloney, it is possibl

to do it.”

=

When the topic turned to edu-
cation, Coon declared "we
should privatize the education
system because anything else
is socialism, it's un-Ameri-
can, and it's not right.” He
also displayed his support for
home schooling, calling it
"the best thing that has hap-
pened to education in this
state in a long time."”

A caller questioned Jon about
what effect one Libertarian
can possibly have on the Wash-
ington bureaucracy, to which
he replied, "I can do a whole
lot more than any freshman
Democrat or freshman Republi-
can can do. What's a freshman
Republican or freshman Demo-
crat going to do to change the
direction" of the government?
"No freshman Senator is going
to do it. What will do it is
an outside threat. What will
do it is one Senator up there
who 1is free to act, who is
free to vote his principles,
who doesn't have the heel of
either of those 2 parties on
his throat.

Another <caller asked about
foreign policy, particularly
the situation in Bosnia. Coon

said he believes in "defending
the United States of America,”
and asked, "If we send troops
to Bosnia, will we be defend-
ing the US? No. Is what's
going on in Bosnia an unfortu-
nate situation? Yes. But
they've been at war for thou-
sands of years, and we're not
going to fix it." He warned
that "if you're going to have
troops around the world, you'd
better have a philosophy back-
ing you,"” and observed that
"right now we don't.”

After the video, those in at-
tendance praised the job done
by both Glenn and Coon, and
much discussion went on about
the most effective way to
"sell" the freedom philosophy
and candidates like Jon Coon
to the public.

"Absolutely Right" with host
Robert Glenn can be seen every
Tuesday at 7pm on cable chan-
nel 37 in Lansing, Wednesday
at 9pm on cable channel 56 in
East Lansing.

For more information on the
campaign, or to pledge your
support for Jon Coon, call him
toll-free at 1-800-JON-COON.

isecond Thursday of each

The LAMM meets the|

month.
will be:

The next meeting

Thursday, May 9, 1994 at
Sneekers Restaurant in
the Frandor Shopping
Plaza, off US-127, Lans-
ing. People begin show-
ing up at 6:00 pm, dinner
is served beginning at
6:30, and the meeting be-
gins at 7:00.

The meeting will feature
several people who will
be running for public of-
fice on the Libertarian
ticket in the November
election. This is an
excellent chance to meet
the pecple you can vote
for, to discuss the is-
sues with them, and for
them to get a chance to
practice their public
speaking skills.

The Libertarian Alliance of
Mid-Michigan was founded in
1981 to promote ideas that
support and enhance personal
freedom, free market econom-
ics, and political 1liberty.
The LAMM is not responsible to
any other group that calls it-
self "libertarian." The LAMM
is run without officers for
the benefit of those who at-
tend its meetings. For infor-
mation about the LAMM, call
Jon Addiss at 517/394-0122.
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To President Climnton:

Please allow me to relate a
story to you that I believe is
timely. Earlier today I with-
drew a couple hundred dollars
from my bank and bought a gun.
It is a semiautomatic SKS
rifle, the kind you are label-
ing as an "assault rifle.”
The gun was purchased used
(but barely used), bought from
a nice older gentleman who is
an avid sportsman and as a
hobby refinishes all types of
hunting guns.

Now let me make it clear that
I am not a hunter. Even
though I 1live in a wooded
state, I have never been hunt-
ing before, and I do not in-
tend to begin now. So, why
did I take such a big step,
and spend so much money?

From all I have been reading
in the paper and hearing on
the news, I can see that the
situation in America is dete-
riorating so quickly that I am
no longer protected, and I
must get serious about pro-
tecting myself. And the -situ-
ation I am talking about is
not the fear that I may be at-
tacked by those who break the
law, but the reality that I am
being attacked by those who
make the laws-- the legisla-
tors and president who were
elected to preserve and pro-
tect my Constitutional rights.

I never bought a rifle 'in the
past because I never felt I
needed one, and I knew that if
I ever did need one for my own
protection that I would be
able to get whatever type of
gun I felt I needed at a mini-
mal cost with a minimum of
hassle. Today I still don't
feel as if I need one for pro-
tection from crime-- I live in
a quiet small town where there
is no looming safety threat.
But with all the uninformed,
emotionally charged gun con-
trol rhetoric flying now, with
the citizens and 1legislators
whipped up into a frenzy in

this city over a publicity
stunt token gun buyback, I
have gotten scared that my

ability to obtain an afford-
able gun was waning.

And it is no coincidence that
I purchased this particular
type of firearm, or that I did
so in early May, shortly after
the Congress passed a ban on
the manufacture or sale of
these guns. Since after this

ban goes into effect I will
ng=be able to get a good
rifle quickly if I were to

need one for protection, I
made the logical choice and
purchased one before the bill
becomes law. I'm sure the law
will pass, and I'm sure it
will withstand any challenges
of "infringing™ on a citizens
"right to keep and bear arms,”
but that still does not make
the law correct in my eyes.

I am a self-supporting indi-
vidual who believes it is his
duty to provide for all of the
things he and his family need,

including food, shelter, edu-
cation, and-- yes-- security.
I believe that a government

military force is needed for
collective defense should our
borders ever be attacked, I
believe a 1local police force
is necessary should any citi-
zen ever be attacked by domes-

"The way to succeed
1s to 'managé to
the rule and deal
with the exceptions'
and that is whefe

the current gun

control logic misses

it's target.”

tic foes in a way that one
could not reasonably be ex-
pected to defend oneself
against. But I believe that
responsibility for ones own
security rests with the indi-
vidual, that every person
should take reasonable steps
to ensure they are not victims
of crime and to defend them-
selves when they are, without
relying on the state as their
primary means of security.

This is the way I have always
lived my 1life, but suddenly
this year the lawmakers in the
Capitol have decided that it
is not my responsibility to
provide for my own security
and, in fact, that I do not
even have the right to defend
my home in the way I determine
is best! They have declared
that they know more about my
security than I do, that they
will be the sole providers of
it, and now they are in the
process of making it illegal
to obtain some defensive weap-
ons that I would use to keep

-0 Preserve and Protect

myself safe. What makes them
think they know better than I
do, Mr President? What makes
you think that an on-call po-
lice force can protect my home
better than the occupants can?

President Clinton, the gun
shops all around the area are
saying they can't keep guns in
their cases right now, that
the demand is far surpassing
the supply. And I do not won-
der why. I can not believe my
story is unigue. I think all
across America there are good,
honest citizens who have never
done any harm but who are see-
ing the tide rise against per-
sonal protection and are arm-
ing themselves while they
still can. Speaking from ex-
perience, it is not necessar-
ily that people want to keep
and bear arms, it is that they
feel they must do so, and now
must do so quickly.

A wise person once told me the
way to succeed was to "manage
to the rule, and deal with the
exceptions,” and I  think
that's where the current gun
control logic misses its tar-
get. The rule, as police sta-
tistics show, 1is that America
is full of honest, decent peo-
ple who purchase firearms for
their sporting use and for
home security. The exception
is the criminal who uses the
gun to steal, or the psycho-
path who goes on a shooting
spree. But despite these re-
alities, the current trend is
to "manage to the exception,
and sorry that we're interfer-
ing with all you in the rule.”
Such a policy is backwards,
and can only fail.

Americans can mnot be broken
down and all expected to act
according to the lowest common
denominator. Forcing multi-
tudes of good citizens to live
on the lower level because of
a comparatively few law break-
ers can only have a negative
effect-- teaching pecple that
they are irresponsible
children that need to be
protected from themselves, in-
stead of allowing them to be
the self regulating adults
that they really are. This
reducing of all people to the
base level will not do
anything to solve the problem,
and will, in fact, only serve
to make it worse.

:Michael Emhart, 05954.



An Open INVITATION...

You are invited to send in your thoughts, comments, and Open LETTERsS on any topic pertaining to public
policy, individual liberty, personal ﬁ/?ponsibility, or free market economics. Your ideas will be
printed with little or no editing, and shared with hundreds of people in the mid-Michigan area. If you
are a member of a group working towards increasing liberty or shaping political policy, send in updates
about what you are doing... there are many others who may like to join you.

Open LETTER is edited and laid out in the Freedom Reading Room by Michael Emhart. Printing is paid for by
Liberty Coins. Postage is paid for by Jon Addiss. The views printed here are not necessarily the
opinions of the editor or sponsors, although most Interested Parties probably do agree!
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:
"If ten percent of our income is good enough for
God, why does the IRS think they deserve more?"

Diécuss the campaign issues with the local
candidates-- at the Thursday, June 9 LAMM meeting.

(Details inside...)

Michael Emhart/Open LETTER
Post Office Box 80985
Lansing Michigan 48908-0985




