MDL Weathers " Operation:
Mail Storm"

The aftershocks of the April 16, 1990 incendiary
bombing at the Royal Oak post office are still being
felt by libertarians throughout the Detroit area.

More than a year after the incident, the investigation
by postal authorities continues and the U.S. Aunor-
ney has failed to bring an indictment. Neverthe-

less, the investigation was, in itself, the magic bul-
let that staggered and nearly crippled libertarian
activism in south-eastern Michigan. The investiga-
tion's course (intentionally or otherwise) has target-
ed key freedom advocates and has, more often than
not, employed the same intimidation and falsifica-
tion techniques found in prime time television

scripts. Our demonstrators were there, yes. But
they were there involved in the exercise of their legiti-
mate consitutional rights of free speech and assembly.

chilling
effect
of this
investig
ation
guarant
eed that
no anti-
lax
demons
rations
took
place in
April this year, Metro-Detroit Libertarians now know
that it can happen here and can feel the fear. The
names of those who were questioned and investigated
reads like a Who's Who of Michigan libertarians. De-
spite the stiffled expression, the mutual mistrust, and
the lack of shared resolve, Metro-Dertroit Libertarians
have regained their footing. The publicaton of the
Grey Sheet after 12 months on hiatus bears witness to

The original Royal Oak Five. From left to right:

Steve Silver, Kenneth Morris, Emily Hopp Salvette,

Tim O'Brien and Stan Gentry.

that resurrection. MDL's Camelot will be sorely
missed. However, we've had our reality check and
we're passing into an era of new maturity.

There were no winners in this -- all of us, no matter
what stance we hold, are victims. Even the postal au-
thorities never wanted to get caught up in these issues.
We were niave even to expect their morality to be a big
player in this unfortunate unfolding of events. This is-
sue provides four perspectives. You, the reader, can
draw your own conclusions.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
» MDL Under the Looking Glass
+ Logan Brandt on Resisting the State
« Michigan Priest Calls For Cease Fire in
Drug War
» Detroit's First Libertarian Rock Band
« Heartland Michigan Arrives
« Tim O'Brien, Ron Edwards and more...
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Trial By Ordeal

Emily Hopp Salvette chronicles her misadven-
tures with postal inspectors in the wake of the

Royal Oak incident.

The postal I-Team began their
work in eamnest on Tuesday, May
15, 1990. I returned home from
my day in court and saw THE red
Taurus parked near our home.
Two men in polyester sportscoats
were ringing our neighbor's bell.
My actions that day must have
made them suspicious. So began
the “postal police” harassment of
myself and four others who were
conducting a peaceful demonstra-
tion against taxes at the Royal Oak
post office on the night a letter
bomb exploded. The explosion on
Aprl 16, 1990 slightly injured a
postal employee and one of our fel-
low tax protesters. The envelope
containing the bomb carried an
anti-tax message. Perhaps we
were natural suspects. However
the resulting investigation has
turned into a bizarre story of ha-
rassment, bumbled surveillance,
bad strategy by the U, S. Attorney,
and a sad illustration of just how
impotent our Constitutional protec-
tions have become.

First, it is important to note that
the libertarian demonstrators were
appalled at the use of force in pro-
testing the tax system. In an effort
to help, we waited 45 minutes after
the explosion to tell the authorities

what we had seen. But no one
wanted to talk to us. In the follow-
ing weeks, most of the demonstra-
tors there that night voluntarily
spoke with postal inspectors to tell
them what had happened. But
when it became apparent that the
government considered us sus-
pects, not witnesses, in this case;
when they employed force in the
form of subpoenas commanding
appearance and property; when it
stopped being an investigation of
the truth and became a witch hunt,
the libertarians balked. The feds
lost their best witnesses through
the use of force.

A federal grand jury investigating
the bombing immediately subpoe-
naed four libertarians to provide
handwriting samples, fingerprints,
and photos. These four men, al-
though unhappy about it, complied
with the subpoena. Each went
downtown and spent 3 1o 4 hours
giving the postal authorities what
they wanted. 1 was not in this ini-
tial group.

Shortly after this, the postal I-
squad issued a composite photo of
the suspected bomber which ap-
peared in the Detroit Free Press.
They were looking for a white

male who had been on the

scene before the bomb ex-
ploded at 8:15 P.M. T was
surprised when I received a
subpoena demanding the
same samples as the other
four libertarians had sub-
mitted. As a female who
didn't arrive at the Royal
Oak post office until 8:30
P.M., 1didn't even come
close to fitting the descrip-
tion they published. Do
these guys have trouble dis-

criminating gender differences and
telling time? Why did they suspect
me? The only humorous aspect
was the subpoena listed an appear-
ance time of 9:00 P.M. at the feder-
al courthouse, a demonstration of
their ineptness which I had no in-
tention of calling to their attention.
I contacted my artormey and got
ready for a night ime visit 1o De-
roit.

Obviously, they had no logical
reason to believe I was the bomber.
The Fourth Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution prohibits the
government from seizing a citizen's
property as evidence without prob-
able cause. I considered my time,
fingerprints, pictures and handwrit-
ing to be my own. It seemeda
clear violation of property rights to
demand these samples from me.
Also, this information could be
used as evidence against me if a
charge was made; therefore, it was
obviously testimony against my-
self, violating my Fifth Amend-
ment protection against self-
incrimination. I planned to decline
the grand jury’s "invitation."
The U.S. Attorney found the typo
(probably from my conversation
about it on my tapped phone) and
rushed another subpoena with a
9:00 AM. appearance time to my
door via the red Taurus.

1 went to the federal courthouse
at the appointed day and time and
was escorted by the authorities to
the Detroit post office. There, I
read a statement to the postal in-
spectors prepared by my attorney,
declining to provide the samples,
citing 1st, 4th and 5th Amendment
grounds. They were angry. 1 was
told I was already in contempt of
the grand jury because the subpoe-
na commanded me to appear before
them at the courthouse at 9:00
A.M. and it was already 9:30. Do-
ing what I was told was no excuse
(intimidation via the "bureaucrat's
shuffle"). One fellow told me 1
would be "in jail for the rest of my

Continued on page 12
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ist State

The degree of cooperation with government has
always been a source of disagreement among li-
bertarians even in the best of times. Senior ana-
lyst Logan Brandt refuses to pull a punch.

Any consistent libertarian is an
encmy of the state, in the sense that
he or she understands the institu-
tion, as a coercive entity, therefore
lacks any moral justification for ex-
istence. The state here is defined as
the legally imposed mechanism for
general compulsion of individuals
and expropriation of their wealth --
within a given geographical area.
Without too much controversy, we
all can accept Albert Jay Nock's
distinction between government
and the state; namely, the former is
solely charged with protection of
individual rights while the latter is
an instrument that aims to subvert
and m:;driﬂ pmgle's actions to-
ward ends not of their own peacea-
ble choosing.

In the words of H. L. Mencken,
'the state is the common enemy of
all well disposed, industrious and
decent men.” And Mr., Jefferson
once said that one ought to 'hate the
state constructively.' 1 like Jeffer-
son's formulation here, and I advo-
cate it as a fundamental touchstone
of right behavior in relation to this
demonstrably primative and menac-
ing institution.

America’s advanced statism is pe-
culiar and remarkable for being
achieved calmly without serious
mainstream intellectual or moral op-
position. Thus, the majority of
Americans, for want of philosophi-
cal leadership, have simply ac-
quiesced in their own ual yet
relentless subjugation. The animat-
ing spirit of individual liberty that
impelled our ancestors to revolution
has retired from center stage.

Indeed -- and this is critical to

understand what represents con-
structive hatred -- most Americans
have grown heavily dependent
upon the state, if not in its econom-
ic usurpations then on perverse ide-
ology that sees it as Benefactor.
This condition did not arrive over-
night, but through a series of intel-
lectual mistakes and moral abdica-
tions proceeding reciprocally over
decades.

Any remedy to the current situation
presupposes general enlighten-
ment, implying a primary committ-
ment to rational persuasion. Just
as we have become aware of the
nature of liberty and convinced of
its benefits, so can others.

Any constructive action diminish-
ing the state must lessen its intellec-
tual or moral legitimacy, not en-
hance it. Violent acts of resistance,
particularly where multiple avenues
of peaceful persuasion exist, are
immediately suspect on this count.
Such acts enable the state to more
convincingly posture as guarantor
of public safety, serving to justify
and further expand the state’s al-
ready immense apparatus of legal
violence.

One does not overcome an oppo-
nent by playing to its strengths.
Violence is the state's forte. Any
physical confrontation of the state
in the current context can only be
successful to the extent that it is
nonviolent. And even the peaceful,
Ghandiesque confrontation --
which is more intelligent -- sull
presupposes adequate understand-
ing, hence sympathy, among the
populace to realize success.

The issue before many of us,

however, goes beyond the validity
of strategic arguments. The major
issue for libertarians becomes an
ethical one. When and how is it
morally acceptable 10 use force
against the state?

To answer this question, we need
to back up 1o a fundamental princi-
ple, namely that force is only ap-
propriate in retaliation and only
against those who initiate its use.
Thus, in the case of state activity,
which is fundamentally coercive,
common sense dictates we distin-
guish between those who actually
effect state power and the multitude
who are victims, hostages or partial
beneficiaries of it.

Who are the aggressors? The
IRS agent conducting a seizure, the
DEA thug making a bust? Yes.
These are pure acts of aggression
unmitigated by appeals to 'social
necessity,' The public school
teacher, the recipient of Social Se-
curity? No. These are inherently
peaceful realms the state has effec-
tively absorbed and compelled. As
Ayn Rand said, "Morality ends
where a gun begins." If one has
become a slave, even a somewhat
willing slave for want of perceived
aliernatives, that cannot be consid-
ered an act of aggression.

Continuing with an analogy of a
slave labor camp, the only morally
appropriate retaliatory force that can
be exercised against the institution
is toward the dictators, the war-
dens, the guards, the "effectors,”
not the prisoners themselves.

In the immediate reality of coer-
cive democracies, it becomes more
difficult to separate predator and
victim. What is more, it becomes
more problematic to commit retali-
atory acts against the former while
securing the latter from unintended
harm. This being so, it seems the
strategic argument contrary to
physical violence gets even more
grist added to its mill.

But we are dealing with the moral
issue now, Aggressors, regardless

Continued on page 14
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n Open Letter to MDL

from Steve Silver

On the evening of April 16,1990 1
was at the Royal Oak post office
participating in the Metro Detroit
Libertarians (MDL) annual tax pro-
test. A letter bomb went off near
where I was passing out libertarian
literature. My hand was burned and
my pants were ruined. The postal
worker who found the smoking let-
ter suffered facial burns,

Following the bombing the MDL
protesters became subjects of the
postal inspectors investigation, The
letter bomb was addressed to "The
Tax Thieves" and the return ad-
dress was from "Freedom loving
Americans". These libertarian
sounding phrases served to intensi-
fy the focus of the investigators on
the MDL demonstrators.

We were questioned, fingerprint-
ed and photographed. Our hand-
writing was subjected to analysis.
My place of business was invaded
by these inspectors on three differ-
ent occasions frightening my em-
ployees. My school records were
subpoenaed. Members of my fami-
ly were rudely interrupted at their
offices.

In the suspicious logic of the
postal police I was a suspect. My
proximity had given me opportuni-
ty. I was standing alone which
weakened my testmony, no corro-
borating witness. I hadn't sought
medical attention for my bum, a

sure sign of evil intent to the postal
paranoids. In addition I'm single
with no children, a clearly deviant
life style.

Initally my anger focused on
the investigators. | hadn't told the
investigators everything I knew.
Some of what I knew pointed to
possible libertarian involvement in
the bombing. As the investigation
continued additional information
greatly increased my suspicions.

I discussed my situation with
family and friends. My family in

. particular were hormrified that I

hadn't completely cooperated with
the investigators. They argued that
the cause of my discomfort was not
the postal police. The attack on my
freedom and livelihood was a direct
consequence of the creep who
planted the bomb. One argument
which slowly burned at me was
that I had been set up as a fall guy.
If libertarians were involved in the
bombing, they knew that MDL
protestors would be there to take
the brunt of the investigation.

The evidence I had about libertar-
ian involvement was circumstantial
and hearsay. This made my deci-
sion to cooperate with the feds very
difficult. I was aware that a few
hopefully innocent people could
soon share my unpleasant experi-
ences dealing with the postal in-
spectors. This was very depress-

ing.
I called a libertarian friend
from out of town to discuss
my situation. My friend
was also horrified that I
hadn't cooperated with the
postal inspectors. The
bombing was a perfect ex-
ample of the very thing li-
bertarians are most opposed
to: the use of force to
achieve political ends. This
was tremendously destruc-

tive to the goals of libertarians. He
argued that even in a libertarian so-
ciety there would still be some
form of police to investigate and
prosecute violent criminals. In ad-
dition if I didn't cooperate I was in
essence encouraging the perpetra-
tor, Did I really want to see a repeat
performance?

So | decided to cooperate with
the authorities. I knew that there
would be some libertarians who
wouldn't understand my decision.
I would soon feel the angry glares
of (former?) friends who would
blame me for the continuing inves-
ugation. | hope that over fime they
will realize that their pain was
caused by the criminal who planted
the bomb. The person or people
who perpetrated this crime are ene-
mies of liberty. Such acts of vio-
lence are mother's milk for the ever
expanding leviathan which op-
presses us.

My advice to anyone caught in
the fire bomb's ever widening path
of destruction is to cooperate with
the authorities. Don't be a martyr
for the cause of violence. The liber-
ty movement took a giant step back
on April 16. Don't encourage a re-
peat performance by confusing
cause and effect.

Shut Up!™M

"We are living in the golden
age of censorship. The right
wants to censor pornography,
rap and rock singers, military
news, J.D Salinger's "Caicher
in the Rye," photos showing
Robert Mapplethorpe's idea of a
good time and the buming of the
American flag. The left wants 1o
censor tobacco ads, girlie calen-
dars and sex jokes in the work-
place, Saturday moming TV,
Eurocentric schoolbooks, Andy
Rooney, many college newspa-
pers, all sorts of speech and the
waving of the Confederate
flag.”

-- John Leo
U.S. News & World Report
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An Open Letter to MDL

from Scott Scarborough

To date, 1 WETE EX-
have not re- tremely dam-
sponded, in aging as any-
writing, to one who
the events knows the
surrounding mentality of
the Roval the authorities
Oak mail would under-
bombing, in stand. It's

icular not im t
mﬁnns to ithn%
of Steve Sil- cost, incon-
ver while venience, and
under the fear that my
scrutiny of wife and [

the postal authorities. This, I will
now do.

I thought that T would have to go
no further than to point out Steve's
self proclaimed complicity with
thieves, liars and monopolists at
the Post Office to precipitate a deaf-
ening cry for his removal from the
Libertarian Party. I was the most
surprised of all when this did not
happen. I will not recount in de-
taiﬂ the events leading to this con-
troversy. Iam sure that most peo-
ple reading this are familiar with
the "story” (some more familiar
than I) and besides, there are prob-
ably accounts elsewhere in this
publication that I would not take
exception to since the facts are not,
in general, under dispute.

Steve Silver, after pleading the
Fifth Amendment when guestioned
about the Royal Oak mail bombing
(as did most other libertarians who
were guestioned) suddenly request-
ed immunity in return for mostly
hearsay tesumony damaging to oth-
er libertarians. Steve a ]:im:"fznltl);1
told the grand jury anything he had
ever heard that he thought might
Eleasc them and get him out of the

ot seat. The testimony that he
gave about me was that he saw me
at the Royal Oak post office after
the bombing and that my wife and |
once attended a meeting where
"Non Political Action" was the top-

suffered as a result of Steve's self
serving testimony. I will just note
that they were substantial. The dif-
ference between Steve and anyone
else who talked to the authorities is
that Steve in not apologetic at all
but boasts about his actions. This
is a very big difference.

Steve seems to think that since he
was stupid enough to play with a

difference). Is someone who will-
ingly cooperated with the Nazis a
Naz1? (any moral distinction es-
capes me!) Others say that the true
force initiator was whoever put that
package in the mail bag. But was
this act initiatory force or retaliatory
force? We will never know for
sure since an answer depends on
the motives of the bomber. Was
his/her force intended to be initiato-
ry or retaliatory? If the bomber
was "the government" (agent pro-
vocateur %Lhe force was probabl
intended to be initiatory against the
Libertarian Party. If a profile of
the bomber is adequately described
by the authorities and the wording
on the package, then the force was
intended 1o be retaliatory, against a
force initiator -- the government
%IRS]. How can someone initiate
orce against a known force initia-
tor 7 Isn't such force, by defini-
tion, retaliatory? Perhaps not, but
there is at least some doubt in my
mind about the morality of the
bomber's actions. There is no
doubt in my mind about the morali-

smoking package
(along vg.rittjh ]}G:ﬁal f

employees) and get
in trouble, that he
has a perfect right
to conduct himself
in a way that maxi-
mizes damage to
anyone and every-
one else in order to
extricate himself indi
from the situation.

For

Many libertarians,
and I use the term
loosely, think that
Steve's actions
were "libertarian” in

ons serious about q;:rnniul thore is one
sable publication -CR

ALCOR'S monthly compendium of news, sclentific ",
and ideas aboul' cryonice and the

the future. CRYONICS Is the only rub:l:lalunn that
dea comprehenmve coverage of al

detailed technical reports on ALCOR's muspenmions and

scientific, legal, political, and philoscophical foundsiions
of the cryonics movement.

ty of Steve Silver's actions.
N\

ONICSE MAGAZINE-—

of new e in
cryonics events,
original, imeaginative articles about the

ature AT 0% OFY
nwdmngiféﬁgﬂ ORDER JOR $10. OR YOU CAN CHARGE THIS T0 MY CREDIT CAKD.
"forbidden zone" of s
force initiation. Is ADDRESS
complicity with erry STATE ap
force initiators in
the “fgrbidﬂen
" VISA OR
2one"? (close MASTERCARIN BXP. DATE

enough for me) Is
a COmmunist sym-

OR YOU CAN CALL OUR TOLL FREE NUMBER:
ALCOR: 1-800-367-2228

ic. These statements, after refusing E?f:;fﬁ?v%icﬂ'mru* m&ﬂnulml Casiiss
to talk and then ask for immunity, hesn abls to tell fhie & R e L _/
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" GREY SHEET" is published quarterly La St Ch anc e 4 :O S ave !

Adam Selene, senior editor . - . ;
D il s stsiie oo Prices will be higher at the convention!
Tim (¥Brien, newsletter coordinator
Emily Hopp Salvelle, organization
David Hunt, production
Subscriptions:
Detroit-Metro Libertarians
F.0. Box 4762
Troy, Ml 48099
Inquiry or Content:
cfo Adam Selene
P.O. Box 4762
Troy, MI 48099

LIBERTY
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Libertarian Presidential
Nominating Conuvention

August 29 — Septeniber 1
Chicago Marriott Hotel

Metro-Detroit Libertarians is

an association of individuals Live C-SPAN Coverage ® Mark Skousen ¢ Platform
commitied to liberty. We are Debate ® Karl Hess ® The Second City Touring Company
nat an affliate of any political b ; : PO
party; but instead a Joseph Sobran ® Presidential Nomination = Jack Herer
multi-dimensional Natcom Elections ® Richard Dennis ® Banquet and Dance
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Bttt Hhesdant -with Cart{)le Ann Rand » .[ arty Building Panel ® Nick Yﬂi{n‘gers
emphasis upon community Chicago Tours ® Michael Grossberg ® Campus Activism
service, education, and social Dan Polsby ¢ Breakfast Speakers ¢ Joe Bast ¢ FIJA Panel
HCIIVIILES. u x
Nadine Strossen ® 20th Anniversary Party ® Larry Pratt
Privatization Panel ® Red Beckman ¢ Education Panel
Lou Schimmel * Initiatives Workshop ® Jarret Wollstein
Diehard Libertarian Dinner = AND MUCH MORE!
BUSINESSES -
ASSOCIATIONS — All in a diverse, fascinating, easily accessible city — Chicago!
AND SERVICES: You can't afford to iniss this convention! Register today!
THE M ID [ _ —
Speabiors and cventy are subjecl wochange * Presented by ihe Libecdarsan Education Tnstatute, Lad
GREY SHEET
B e e Remember, Adam Selene

'@E,YEBIIS,IEE, says, "All serious E:> I THINK
libertarians know the THEREFOREIAM

Is Your Low Cost Entry to X '
T t importance of a fashion

Detroit's Freedom . )

Cummunit]r‘ witli statement.” The reasoning

accass to [ 20 0 person's T-Shirt inspires the
libertarian, interesis the thinker,

DETROIT-AREA and tweaks the socialist's nose.
HOMES* Comes in official MDL "Grey" in
Call:  (313) 559-0690 sizes M, L,and XL. $12.00 add an
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Suite 102 Steve Silver, 10444 Lincoln,

Southfield, MI 48075 | . incion Woods, MI 48070

* And We're Still Growing! (All proceeds will be donated to MDL) ik LIBERTARIAN
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All Metro-Detroit Libertarians are encouraged to attend and par-
ticipate in our SupperClub events. They are designed o be as
entertaining as they are informative. Speakers and topics are
drawn from today’s headlines. Themes have ranged far across 1o~
day’s artificial left/right spectrum. The inclusion of any lopic or
speaker in itself does not constitule an MDL endorsement (or a
repudiation for that matter). Since libenarian issues are morally
based and broadly applied, these events have become a potpouri

of new and stimulating ideas.

DRUG RELEGALIZATION --
A PASTORAL PERSPECTIVE

As a priest, my decision to publi-
cly call for a repeal of restrictions
on the general sale and use of
drugs causes me a certain amount
of trepidation. 1 fear that my call
for re-legalizing drugs may be mis-
understood as an endorsement of
their wholesale use or as a lack of
concern for the addictive and dele-
terious effects of drug abuse.

So let me be clear: my opposition
to drug prohibition in no way indi-
cates approval of their use. On the
contrary; in the course of counsel-
ing families, confronting the dys-
functional effects of drugs and al-
cohol on their lives, I have
developed a deep concern in this
regard.

One reason [ favor relegalization
derives from the great insights of
the Twelve Steps radition of Alco-
holics Anonymous. (Not that A A.

would necessarily agree with my
deductions.)

Time and again I have seen the
wisdom of the A.A. philosophy
and the ways it can help individuals
and families regain a sense of se-
renity and sanity in their lives. The
key is to acknowledge that one is
helpless in the face of addiction and
that only a "hi power” can free
an individual from this bondage.
The philosophy of A.A. teaches
friends and loved-ones of addicts
that when they try to control anoth-
er person's life, their own lives be-
come unmanageable.

This compulsive need to control
other's lives has become politically
institutionalized in this country
and, it is apparent to me, this has

June SupperClub spraker:
Fr. Robert Sirico, CSP

become a root of dysfunction in
our society as a whole.

The practical impact of drug pro-
hibition has been pointed out by
economists and other thinkers of
various political stripes. Drug pro-
hibition artificially inflates prices,
raises the incentive for selling
drugs, and invites entrepreneurs
into the market in hopes of making
a profit. The problem of violent
crime connected with drugs (the
part that most concerns Americans)
would be virtually eliminated with
legal channels for sertling disputes
and if drug abusers no longer plun-
dered others 1o support their habit.

The problem of addiction to
drugs would of course remain with
us. But we fool ourselves if we
think that those who are most in-
clined to abuse drugs do not al-
ready have access to them. If we
can't keep drugs out of prisons,
what makes us seriously think we
will be able to keep them off of the
inner-city streets?

We are now confronted with not
only the continued use of force to
inhibit the sales of drugs, which

Normally MDL members meet at 6:00 PM for socializing, order
dinner around 6:30 PM, and break for the speaker or discussion at
8:00 PM. Early reservations are greatly appreciated and provide
us with an idea of program size. Make sure to call Tim O'Brien
at 548-6857 with your intentions, We encourage patronage of
our host restaurant’s menu selection; however, allowances are
made for late arrivals. A request for a modest (and entirely volun-
tary) donation will be made 1o help cover the event's expenses.

secures the financial base of orga-
nized crime, but also with propo-
sals which would increase the in-
volvement of our military in this
fruitless endeavor.

The time has come for moral
leaders to state clearly that lives of
temperance and virtue cannot be
engendered through government
coercion and that there is a crucial
difference between that which is le-
gal and that which is moral.

The only context in which these
nuances becomes apparent is when
people have the freedom to make
their lives productive and meaning-
ful or to waste them. To be sure,
those of us committed to the moral
development of our people have
our job cut out for us. Yet we dare
not surrender this task to the state.

By all means, let us say no o
drugs. Let us invite people to
choose lives fee of bondage to
drugs, and for that matter, lives
free of bondage to alcohol, work,
sex, material objects, and all those
numerous other "addictions" that
rob human beings of their God-
given dignity. We must make this
invitation as mature, concerned,
healthy, and functional people our-
selves, not as manipulative, coer-
cive, dysfunctional co-dependents
of addicts.

And let us also say no to political
measures that will make the sale of
drugs more financially atractive to
the very segments or our popula-
tion which have the least to risk by
selling them and encouraging their
use.

Concerning our society's drug
problem, we do well 1o pray the
Serenity Prayer anew: "God, grant

Continued on page 13
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The Heartland Institute Comes to

Michigan

In 1984, The Heartland Instimute
opened an office in Chicago and
became one of the first in a wave of
free market think tanks to address
policy issues at the state and local
level. In 1990, The Heartland In-
stitute opened another office -- this
time in Detroit, Michigan, under
the guidance of Resident Director
and Michigan President David L.
Littmann, First Vice President and
Senior Economist at Manufacturers
National Bank.

Chosen to serve as Executive Di-
rector was Thomas A. Shull.
Shull's interest in Heartland was
inspired by his experiences in the
Peace Corps and by the writings of
Ayn Rand. His day-to-day duties
include oversight of Heartland's
Michigan publications and fund-
raising activities.

The Heartland Institute's work in
Michigan is overseen by its Michi-
gan Board of Governors, which in-
cludes Virginia Cropsey, Proce-
dures Consultant in Sterling
Heights; Dr. David 1. Fand, Visit-
ing Scholar at George Mason Uni-
versity; William Hall, Attorney
with Warner, Norcoss & Judd in
Grand Rapids; Dr. Robert T. Klei-
man, Assistant Professor of Fi-
nance and Real Estate at Oakland
University; Leslie Rose, Chairman
of Fidelity Bank in Birmingham;
Dr. Mary Ruwart, Research Scien-
tist at Upjohn Company; and
Thomas F. Walton, Director of Ec-
onomic Policy Analysis for Gener-
al Motors Corporation.

Since opening last May, Hean-
land has released 5 Policy Studies
and 11 op-ed pieces dealing with
such timely topics as publicly-
owned sports stadiums and con-
vention centers, funding for the
arts, partisan gerrymandering, edu-
cation reform, lowering taxes, and

anto regula-

land Insti-
tute, call
313/393-
1950 or
write to The
Heartland
Institute,
100 Renais-
sance Cen-
ter, Sixth
Floor, De-
troit, Michi-
gan 48243,

e -

Heartland Exﬁcﬁrfve Director Tam-.'-:“ hull at the keyboard

CLASSIFIEDS

Ayn Rand's WE THE LIVING videotape rental is available to any MDL member for
personal vse for one week for a ten dollar contribution 10 newsletter production, This
video is the full 174 minute, VHS, high-quality black and white print & 1988 Angelika
Films. Comes with package of reviews and articles, biographies of major protagonists,
lists of credits, filmt history, screenplay synopsis, original photos, and reprint of
January 27, 1989 Nalional Review article about the film's restoration. Call (313)
247-4257 for arrangements.

RESTORING THE AMERICAN DREAM is still available locally. This eritically
acclaimed best seller by 2 nationally known motivational author, Robert Ringer is per-
haps the best one book introduction to libertarian thought. Why not give the "American
Dream”™ to those inguiring minds you know? The beautiful hardbound edition goes for
only 35.00) each or three for S10.00. Call Jack or Karen Elder about these incredible bar-
gams al 651-3250.

CHRISTIAN LIBERTARIANS? It doesn't necessarily have to be all that mutually
exclusive. For Christians interested in libertarian ideas or even the other way around, here
is a chance 1o form a local Detroit-area fellowship for study and discussion. Contact Mark
Sellers at 247-4257 or write 49630 Ellis Court, Shelby Twp, M1 48315.

For a limited time
GREY SHEET CLRASSIFIED RDS are free. Write to:
|| *Ask Adam’
Box 4762

Troy, Ml 48099
Some size and content limits apply.
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Libertarian Course

Missionary Stew lead singer and lyricist, Dion
Roddy, desribes his band's journey to recapture
the real meaning of "radical" and the definition

comes suspiciously close to "liberty."

Rock and roll and radical politics
seems to be made for each other.
The individualism and rebellion
that rock music represents is an ex-
cellent medium to express dissatis-
faction with the status guo in the
nation's political arena. And be-
sides it communicates these ideas
to the voung in a mode that catches
and holds their attention. Since the
Vietnam War and rock music's ef-
forts against it, the marriage be-
tween music and radical politics
has been consummated. It should
be stressed that the music has, in
nearly all cases, allied itself with
the liberal agenda (in fact, I can re-
call no exceptions). By liberal I
mean that they desire great person-
al freedom (freedom of expression,
anti-discrimination, and in some
cases, even drug legalization), but
at the same time, that agenda calls
for plenty of government interven-
tion in favor of the "poor” and
against "big business."

Missionary Stew is charting a
different course. While avoiding
the role of a political band, our
zroup of local musicians communi-
cates both in song and deed a sup-
port for libertarian ideas.

"We can't really call ourselves a
libertarian’ group because not all
of our members are libertarians, I
am though, and since I'm one of
the main lyricists and the lead voc-
alist for Missionary Stew, inevita-
bly the Freedom Philosophy comes

through in our songs," says Dion
Roddy. "In fact,  have a new
song in the works right now. It
expresses basic principles in liber-
tarian thought touching on such
topics as the welfare system, the
draft, and taxes. I want to make it
catchy so it can be easy to remem-
ber.”

Jeff Woods (keyboards), Chns
Gallivan (guitar), and myself were
part of one of the earliest Seminar
One groups in
the nation that
met in individu-
al homes to dis-
cuss the liber-
tarian
alternative.
Mark Sellers
was instrumen-
tal in bringing
this about and
remains close to
the band,

The band has
produced a new
album entitled
Childhood
which was re-
leased officially
last February
first, at Lilli's
21, a music
club in Ham-
tramck that fea-
tures local mu-
sic. The songs
on this album

S

are not very political; however,
they were written before the band
learned of the libertarian philoso-

phy.

"In order for libertarian ideas to
work, people must be charitable
and smart as well as independent.

I try to encourage responsibility
and compassion without coercion,
as well as freedom. They must all
work together. I'm not very politi-
cally active. Idon't like politics.
That's why I like libertarianism.
Communicating the ideas of classi-
cal liberalism through music is my
way of supporting the movement.”

Missionary Stew is communicat-
ing a message without standing on
the soapbox. I think the best way
to experience the group is not
through this article, but be our
guests and see us in live in concert.
The band is really singing about
radical politics. We are the radicals

Metro-Detroit Liberlarians




THIE FOLLOWING IS
COMMIENTAIRY by Tim 0'Brien
..0n LESSONS

Apparently the United States
stands alone in its unwavering sup-
port of bureaucratic management
over voluntary exchange.

Look at Poland, for instance.
Lech Walesa and his supporters
were stunned by the sudden emer-
gence of Stanislaw Tyminski as a
serious contender for President.
The media was baffled.

Tyminski had only just returned
to Poland after decades in Canada
and Peru. He had never been elect-
ed to anything in his life, they said.

Walesa was the hero who ended
Soviet domination of Poland.

How could this happen? Simple.
Walesa was just a more moderate
socialist -- a labor organizer who
promised more benign central plan-
ning. Sure he hated the commun-
ism. But then, who in Poland
didn't ?

And the media reports about Ty-
minski never having been elected to
anything weren't quite accurate.
True, he had never been elected to
any government post. But he has
been elected - head of the Liber-
tarian Party of Canada.

When I found out about that, all
the mystery disappeared. I knew
exactly why Tyminski got so many
votes. Because he promised the
Polish people an end to central
planning with private property,
drastically reduced taxes and pure,
unalloyed, laissez-faire capitalism.
In short the straight Libertarian
Party line. He promised the
Polish people freedom. And that's

exactly what they wanted to hear.

Or look at the difference between
the way the Soviet Union 15 dealing
with its budget problems and the
solutions offered by our so called
representatives in Washington
D.C.

A few months ago the Soviet
government announced drastic

budget cuts. A 10% decrease in
military spending, a 30% decrease
in government bureaucracy and a
50% slash in foreign aid.

Meanwhile, in the Politburo on
the Potomac, the Republicrats engi-
neered a massive tax increase. As
of December 1, 1990 gasoline tax-
es were raised a nickel a gallon and
a surcharge was added to airplane
tickets. In a couple of weeks the
taxes on alcoholic beverages and
tobacco will also go up.

Our government claims that

- spending has already been cut to

the bone. A tax increase was una-
voidable. Well, I'd like to point
out a few of the items in the current
budget that were considered too vi-
tal to cut:

Half a million dollars for a
Lawrence Welk museum.

But don't fret Babyboomers.
Ohio representative Mary Oaker
wants $7 million for a Rock & Roll

Hall of Fame -- to be built in
Cleveland, of course.

Meanwhile, Senator Warren
Rudman (of Gramm - Rudman
fame) pressured the Economic De-
velopment Administration to award
a $15 million contract to Dartmouth
College as part of a jobs creation
scheme. A total of 39 jobs were
created. That works out to about
$385,000 apiece!

The Air Force recently remod-
eled a VIP suite, spending
$100,000 to install 24-karat gold-
plated faucets, tub rails, clothes
hooks and, yes, toilet paper hold-
ers.
$1 million was spent to preserve
a Trenton, New Jersey sewer as an
historical landmark.

The National Institute of Mental
Health spent $ 75,000 to find out
why bowlers, hockey fans and pe-
destrians smile.

And foreign aid? While the So-

viet Union is cutting off Castro,
U.S. bureaucrats are supplying Ja-
maican farmers with a $ 58,000
machine to sort red peas. Too bad
red peas aren't grown in Jamaical!!!

But there are hopeful signs here
in America. Within days of the
budget deal worked out between
Congress and president "Read My
Lips," I attended a demonstration
against the tax increases at Kenne-
dy Square. There were 5000 peo-
ple there! The protest had an eerie,
deja vu quality that took me back to
the early days of the anti-Vietnam
War demonstrations.

And this past election saw the Li-
bertarian Party become a major par-
ty in Nevada and New Hampshire.

That's right. Two states now have
a "Three Party System." It would
be great if we could have that here
in Michigan.

In the meantime, the next time
you fill up your car, think about
that nickel a gallon tax increase.
And remember it was absolutely
essential. 1 mean -- we wouldn't
want to see our Air Force brass
have to go without solid gold
toilet paper holders.

--Tim O'Brien is a
regular editorial contributor to local
PBS radio affliate WDET. He may
be found at 101.9 FM ar 7:30 and
9:30 various mornings. This com-
mentary ("Lessons"} was aired De-
cember 1(), 1990,

& —
Ever Missed One?

It seems thal most libertarians
don't, as a rule, listen to WDET.
Well now you can hear all of the
first 22 O'Brien Commentaries
on a professionally recorded audio
casette. Send $6.95 plus $1.00
shipping & handling to:

Communications Consulttants
1409 W. 14 Mile #174
Madison Hagts.,MI 48071

Net proceeds to benefit MDL o
\
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' THE EDWARDS NOTEBOOK |

There is a custom in many middle-eastern nations involving altercations between citizens: a police offi-
cer hearkens to the first person who screams and even screams the loudest! He doesn't waste time with
the silent one to get to the bottom of and solve the problem in a just manner. This custom seems to be
the order of the day concerning Japanese-American relations, too. Let's examine the issue of Japan-
U.S.trade.

For many years, Americans have been deluged with reports about closed markets in Japan, of how
Japanese companies enjoy a free ride while reaping record profits from the U.S. 1 went along with the
aforementioned assumption and even developed anti-Japanese feelings. However, a closer look at the
situation shows America has been shooting herself in the foot when dealing with Japan. For example,
our own government forces U.S. automakers to cough up 40% higher tax payment per vehicle sold
than their Japanese counterparts. In a recent issue of Tokyo Today, Mikio Tsutsui of Mitsubishi Mo-
tors pointed out that, for some time now, U.S. auto giants General Motors and Chrysler have been
mostly complaining, yet doing little to crack the Japanese market. An exception, according to Tsutui
has been the Ford Motor Co. Although its sales in Japan totalled fewer than 60,000 units, Ford is a

@  preference of Japanese when an American car is considered for purchase. This reflects Ford's work to

understand the Japanese market and work within their market philosophy.

In addition, another sensible plan of action for American auto manufacturers is to make automobiles
suitable for the target consumer markets. For example, it's common knowledge that in many nations
the steering wheel is on the right side of the vehicle. Now, why haven't American auto producers
caught on as have Japanese and European manufacturers? They send cars to America not only with the
steering wheel on the appropriate side but with the American consumer in mind!

The on going complaints about foreign competition will only result in the continued market share loss
of American manufacturing. While faced with the same obstacles in the lucrative Japanese market as the
Americans, in 1989 Mercedes Benz sales mushroomed to 31,511 units. This is a tenfold increase from
a meager 2,275 units back in 1975.

It would behoove the American automobile and other manufacturers to view the Japanese marketas a
challenge to creatively win over ...rather than a closed door they can't open. U.S. Government regula-
tions and threats are not the answer! Government and business don't mix! But good products and
creative marketing does and if properly applied there would be no tme for complaints. -- I'm Ron Ed-
wards

An area resident, Ron Edwards’ radio commentaries are heard in other market areas. He would ap-
preciate your comments and may be reached at the Edwards Notebook, P.O. Box 315274, Detroit, MI
48231.

@iﬁ\ ﬂ)ﬁéé W Electiical, Censiruction and Maintenance MICHIGAN BENEFIT PROVIDERS, INC.

of Romeo, Michigon » The Managed Care Specialists e

W

® 4 TIMOTHY R. BECK é:g'
& Presgident

affering:
peie, S5 JM MeABEE
and incustiiol i g‘;’;;:ﬁ"d 17016 Mack Aveniue
services. i Grosse Pointe Park, Michsgan 48224 {313) 881-8995
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Trial by Ordeal cont.

life," and that I "didn't have
rights,” because I was not a sus-
pect. What ever happened to natu-
ral rights?

After rushing back to the court-
house and telling the grand jury
"no," I was scheduled for an after-
noon appearance with federal judge
Zatkoff. I phoned my attorney and
asked him to meet me at the court-
house. Ireally didn't want to go
through this alone.

We didn't have much of a chance.
The drug war and the LR.S. tax
crusade in the last 20 years have led
to legal precedents which allow the
courts to compell almost anything
yOu can imagine as evidence. Fur-
thermore, the law considers "testi-
mony” to be only what you say,
not what information is gleaned
from your bodily parts. This turns
the Fourth and Fifth Amendments
into very weak soldiers in defense
of liberty. Ican't help but believe
that if the technology for sophisti-
cated handwriting, fingerprinting,
or hair analysis had existed in the
1780's, the Founding Fathers
would have included these as testi-
mony in drafting the Bill of
Rights. But they didn't and we're
left today in a virual police state.
Given the case law, my attorney
conceded the handwriting and pho-
tos and focused on the fingerprints.
Judge Zatkoff listened to my attor-
ney's arguments about the finger-
prints being an unreasonable sei-
zure under the Fourth Amendment,
then ruled "100 bad." As he rea-
soned, anyone could, for example,
follow me to the supermarket and
get my prints off a can of peas.
This was enough to "prove” that
fingerprints are public property.
Zatké?f issued a court order later
that afternoon commanding me 1o
comply with the subpoena.

That's when I came home to find
the police talking to my neighbors.
I suppose T wasn't surprised. After
all, with their mind set, it must be
difficult to understand someone

who demands their rights and will
not do what the Fatherland de-
mands without a fight. He/she
must have something to hide,
right? Now thanks to their con-
fused ideas about what makes a
good citizen, I must try to over-
come the suspicion they planted in
the minds of my neighbors.

Even though I complied with the
court order, THE red Taurus visit-
ed Ann Arbor many times during
the next few weeks, As a Ford
stockholder, at least I'm glad the
government "buys American." On
Wednesdays, our trash collection
day, our bags of garbage were
snatched from the curb and loaded
into the red trunk. A postal inspec-
tor would spend the whole morn-

. ing waiting in his red car unil |

took the trash out. I suppose
Sparky was getting paid time and a
half for this -- your tax dollars at
work. But Sparky gave up the
chase after a few weeks. Leaving
several notes, other "surprises”
(hint: there are plenty of pets in
our area), and a call to the Ann Ar-
bor police about the "suspicious
red Taurus casing our neighbor-
hood" might have something to do
with it.

I started getting calls from family
members and neighbors saying
strange people from the post office
were asking about me. The inves-
tigators even contacted a distant
cousin-by-marriage to find out
what she knew about me. Now |
couldn't pick this woman out of a
line up -- how could she possibly
know anything about me? It also
made me wonder why, if the feds
can figure out all these obscure
family relationships, do we really
need a census? The kicker was
when I got a letter from the Univer-
sity of Michigan that the U.S. At-
torney had subpoenaed my college
transcript. | hope they were im-
pressed with my G.P.A. but I wish
I hadn't done so well in those four
chemistry courses. Similar events
were happening to other libertarian
"suspects”, 10o.

In early June THE red Taurus
started tailing me when I took my
son to school. It followed me on
my errands all momning. Finally,
becoming irritated by this attention,
I came out of Krogers, pushed my
cart up to their car, and asked Frick
and Frack if the y wanted an itiner-
ary of my moming schedule. In
response, Frick jumped out and
said, "Oh Mrs. Salvette, we just
want to serve you this subpoena,”
which Frack handed to me. So
why did they need to follow me for
hours? More overtime pay, |
guess., The subpoena commanded
my appearance before the grand
jury to tell them what I knew.

Meanwhile, ANOTHER red
Taurus (they must have fleet of
these -- good news for the stock
Ecmfolin) was following my hus-

and, John. Point of information:
John was home in Ann Arbor on
the night of April 16 watching our
kids; apparcm..ll};]his crime was liv-
ing with me. They started the tail
at 7:00 A.M. as he left for work,
followed him to his office, and af-
ter hanging around half the mom-
ing, at 11:00 A.M. made a bi
show of serving him with a similar
subpoena. Again, why didn't they
Just serve him when he walked out
of the house that moming? Why
follow him to work? More over-
time, or a deliberate attempt to em-
barrass him at his place of busi-
ness?

The conclusion of most of the
"Royal Oak Five" (as we had be-
come known), John, and the law-
yers representing each of us, was
that the authorities didn't have any
evidence against us. They wanted
us to testify before the grand jury
in hopes we would say something
they could use. Or, second best,
might say something that could
lead to a perjury or obstruction of
justice charge.

When appearing before a grand
jury you must go in alone. No
family or friends can be there to
give you moral support. Your

Continaed on next page
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lawyer, if he or she even bothers to
come, must wait outside the hear-
ing room. Of course the govern-
ment's lawyer, the U.5. Attorney,
is there, He's the one doing most
of the talking, The 23 jury mem-
bers may also ask questions.
Rights, such as a Fifth Amendment
plea, must be asserted from the be-
ginning of the procedure or you
may be considered by the courts to
have waived your rights. It can be
a tricky and entangling procedure
that often leads to disaster before
you even realize what's happening
(just ask Ed Meese). Therefore it
is common advice to plead the Fifth
Amendment even though you have
nothing to hide.

That is what I did and what the
other 5 defendants did also. The
toughest part was thinking of dif-
ferent ways to assert my Fifth
Amendment right after the U.S.
Attorney's 20 questions.

Since that appearance which left
the grand jury with no information
about what went on the night of
April 16, 1990 from its best wit-
nesses, all has been quiet. No
more subpoenas, no more free gar-
bage pick up. The investigators
spent a lot of fime on me, a peace-
ful housewife with two kids, who
just happened to be in the wrong
place at the wrong time. If you
thought your government would
leave you alone, it should be clear
that such harrassment by this gov-
emment can happen to anyone.

We can only guess what the gov-
ernment will do next. However,

Drug Relegalization cont.

me the serenity to accept the things
I cannot change, the courage to
change the things I can, and the
wisdom to know the difference."

Father Robert Sirico is a Paulist
priest on the staff of the Catholic
Information Center in Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan. He is active with
the Religious Coalition for a Moral
Drug Policy and currently heads
the Acton Instutute.)

o

after watching the 1939 version of
the Hunchback of Notre Dame 1
have a fearful premonition. In the
movie, Esmerelda is accused of
killing a man (with the help of her
goat) and stands trial. Despite facts
that indicate her innocence, the
King trusts Esmerelda’s fate to di-
vine intervention by demanding
trial be ordeal. While blindfolded,
she must touch the King's dagger
to prove her innocence. Unfortu-
nately, magic doesn't work and Es-
merelda chooses the murder weap-
on. Poor Esmerelda and her goat
are sentenced to hang as a result of
Voodoo justice. That is what this
investigation seems to be. By ig-
noring facts and trampling the
rights of individuals, the govern-
ment can inconvenience, harrass
and compel peaceful, honest citi-
zens. All this in the name of a
warped sense of "justice” that is far
removed from our Founding Fa-
thers' intentions. I wouldn't be
surprised by anything that happens
next. Ican see the subpoena now:
"You are commanded to ap-
pear...bring your own dagger and
blindfold.” Tl bring the goat, too.

Postscript: Much has changed
since last June when I wrote this
article. Then, the government's in-
vestigation of the bombing was
nothing more than a bureaucratic
annoyance -- it was even good for a
few laughs!

But at the end of June the Feds
received information that led them
to focus on libertarian involvement
in the bombing incident. They
broadened the scope of their inves-
tigation to include li-

MDL

Our fine publication the Grey
Sheet s in desperate need of an
Editor.

If you are a strong writer,
have access t0 a good computer
with DeskTop publishing soft-
ware, and are willing to volun-
teer, contact Tim O'Brien at
548-6857 A.S.A.P.

cuse anyone in this incident, we
find we must continue to defend
ourselves against the government's
invasion of our privacy. We must
also grapple with ethical questions
of libertarian cooperation with the
State. The results of this investi-
oation will be felt for a long time.
Not only has it led to the resigna-
tion of key libertarians from posi-
tions of responsibility, but it has
also strained friendships and fos-
tered suspicion within a once har-
monious organization.

I don't know if it was worth tear-
ing an organization apart to investi-
gate a "crime," which the Feds ad-
mit was probably a prank; a
"ecrime" where no one was hurt
and minimal property damage was
done.

What I do know is that no one is
laughing anymore and it will take
courage and commitment by all of
us to undo the damage that has

bertarians not even

at the demonstration

that night. The re- |[will get you to the church on

sulting increased time thanks to

federal fewm has Carfson Crcz/(f

had a chilling and

detrimental effect on | Your beautful one stop wedding invita-

tion and accessory album
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Resisting the State cont.
They have no moral claim to ex-
emption from retaliation for their
depredations on account of popular
passivity. Acts clearolﬁ_inlcndﬂd to
mterfere with these offenses and
necessarily in some sense to incon-
venience nonpredatory parties fall
within the purview of justice if,
and this is a big "if," all rational
Elr_lecaulims are taken to prevent
inging force or harm to bear
upon innocents.

or any particular retaliatory act
against the state wherein innocents
have been physically harmed, liber-
tarians must make a judgement of
morality and practical action. They
must weigh IIEJIIEE fundamental
questions:

1. Were adequate precautions
taken to prevent harm to innocents?

2. Did real harm (or real potential
harm) occur to innocents, and how
significant was it?

. If the answer to item 2 is affir-
mative and significant, then what is
the expectation of justice from ex-
isting government/state entities
and, therefore, to what degree
should one cooperate in any inves-
tigation or prosecution such entities
may conduct?

What the judgement boils down
to is balancing putative criminality
against a given government's inter-
est and effectiveness in protecting
individual rights.

This is a judgement call. Ttis
easy to conceive that le equally
devoted to the libertarian ideal
could wind up with different per-
spectives and in different camps, in
weighing the effect of a given bor-
derline incident and the nghteous-
ness of its origins.

For guidance purposes, I will
make an abstract argument here in
favor of disinvolving the govern-
ment/state if any question exists of
the significance of the unintended
harm of innocents. This dovetails
with the libertarian aphorism,
"when in doubt, make no law," not
to mention "hate the state." Where
doubt exists, exclude the thrashing
mechanisms of the government/
state.

Its involvement entails the likeli-
hood of gratuitous harassment of

Metro-Detroit Libertarians
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individuals unassociated with the
purported act but erroneously im-
pugned due to apparent commonal-
ity of long term goals. Similarly,
the effectiveness of the govern-
ment/state institution to thwart or
remedy significant acts of aggres-
sion is negligible. The reason is
clear: mixture of valid government
with state power, like good com-
i)mnﬁsing with evil, serves the ma-
ignant ends of the state. To argue
in today's context that valid ends of
self-government are hkely served
by cuoperaﬁn]g with the govern-
ment/state is ludicrous. It crossed
the line long ago. Q.E.D.

Yet on a concrete level, we must
acknowledge the immaturity of
many libertarians’ understanding of
the deficiencies of the state in ef-
fecting justice. How do we so ac-
knowledge and, at
the same time, rem-
edy this misunder-
standing?

On a personal lev-
el we can make our
opprobrium of un-
due cooperation
with the state
known. We can
also endeavor to

lucidate the funda-  RevenuE
elucidate the - REVENUS
mentals of liberty to o
individualswho ap-
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CALL (313) 278-3672

pear to unduly coopera

state. Showing conscientious con-
sideration for iculars at hand,
we can show the government/
state’s interests to be malignant in
principle.

For members of a libertarian or-
ganization, such a personal ap-
proach to emendation is preferable
to organizational repudiation of in-
fh'vi l]m]cﬁal {]I;;chd, or any explicit-

iti rtarian organization
(EES in America, it i$ vital to adopt
and publicize a policy antipathetic
to violence. Consequently, in the
context of any roblematic con-
frontation of libertarians with the
state, a well-worded resolution to
the effect that this affected LO es-
chews and condemns political vio-
lence is highly recommended, if
not ethically nded.

e
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Fair Elections Bill

The astounding political develop-
ments that made 1989 the "year of
democracy" have culminated this
year in a wave of popular elections
where, for the first time in dec-
ades, Czechs, Poles, Hungarians,
East Germans, Soviets and others
have had the right to form new par-
ties and field a slate of new leaders
to confront, in the electoral arena,
the discredited social and economic
policies of the entrenched ruling
parties. Perestroika, or the restruc-
turing of the political apparatus to
allow for more openness and free-
dom of expression, has entered the
vocabulary of people in such di-
verse places as Zaire and Chile, as
a demand and a challenge to re-
maining one party dictatorships of
the world.

Here in the United States, a re-
structuring of sorts has also been
going on--but in a distinctly un-
democratic direction! Over the past
30 years, Democratic and Republi-
can legislators have been busy
passing laws that limit and sup-
press the right of third parties and
independent candidates to present
their views 1o the American electo-
rate. The two major parties have
strengthened their monopoly over
the American political process by
enforcing discriminatory ballot ac-
cess requirements that apply to mi-
nor parties and to independent can-
didates, but not to major parties
and candidates. As a result of
these unfair laws, an independent
Presidential candidate, for exam-
ple, must collect 1.5 million peti-
tion signatures--30 times more than
the major party candidates--to en-
sure a place on the ballot in all 50
states plus the District of Colum-
bia. In some states, independent
candidates face additional obsta-
cles, such as filing fees (10¢ per
signature in Florida, 5¢ per signa-
ture in North Carolina), early filing
deadlines and signature distribution
requirements which violate the
principle of one man/one vote.

L

Nowhere is the abuse of power
by the two party monopoly more
evident than in the practice of state
legislatures passing ballot access
laws that contain requirements that
have previously been declared un-
constitutional in the courts. For in-
stance, both the US Supreme
Court and the North Carolina Su-
preme Court have declared petition
requirements that exceed 5% of the
number of registered voters uncon-
stitutional. Yet current law in
North Carolina requires indepen-
dent candidates for local office to
collect signatures from 10% of the
registered voters in the district. A
Federal District Court has ruled
that states cannot require voters to
provide their social security num-
bers or other voter LD, numbers
when they sign a petition. Yet the
Kentucky legislature just passed a
bill requiring all signers of inde-
pendent nominating petitions to
write in their social security num-
bers next to their names. The Su-
preme Court has ruled that a non-
major party candidate for President
may not be required to quality for
the general election ballot earlier
than the major party candidates. In
spite of this ruling, 26 states sll
require nonmajor party candidates
for President to file their petition
signatures and qualify for the ballot
earlier than the major party candi-
dates. These unfair obstacles to
the ballot, cynically thrown in the
path of independent challengers by
the major parties, force indepen-
dents to tie up precious campaign
resources by challenging the laws
in the courts.

The right to associate in political
parties for the purpose of advanc-
ing a political agenda is guaranteed
to Americans by the Constitution.
But many in the Democratic and
Republican Parties seem to believe
that the Constitution guarantees a
twa party system, rather than the
right to associate in parties of your
choice. Advocates of the two party

monopoly justify it by the thor-
oughly totalitarian (not to mention
empirically unfounded) assertion
that "Americans don't want other
parties.” By passing Draconian
ballot access laws, the major par-
ties indicate their unwillingness to
put this proposition to the demo-
cratic test.

The Rainbow Lobby is dedicated
to passing legislation introduced by
Rep. John Conyers (D-MI), the
Fair Elections Bill, H.R. 1582.
This bill would eliminate these ca-
pricious and discriminatory restric-
tions on the participation of inde-
pendents in the electoral arena, and
set fair and uniform national stan-
dards for independents and minor
party candidates to have access to
the ballot for federal office. The
Fair Elections Bill has been co-
sponsored by 31 fair minded con-
gressmen who have placed their
dedication to our democracy over
their narrow, partisan self interest.
The Rainbow Lobby is 1ssuing a
challenge to the rest of our repre-
sentatives to join these members in
this effort to reverse the erosion of
our democracy. For it would be a
bitter irony if the blossoming of
democratic, pluralistic institutions
in Eastern Europe were to be ac-
companied historically by the with-
ering of our own freedoms under
the dictatorial regime of the rwo-

party monopoly.

The Rainbow Lobby is an
independent citizens' lobby
based in Washington, DC
which supports important
legislation that affects civil,
human, voting and democrat-
ic rights at home and abroad.
For more information on the
Lobby, please contact Nancy
Ross at 1660 L Street NW,
Suite 204, Washington, DC
20036 (202) 457-0700.

The Rainbow Lobby, Ine, is an independent
lobby, not affiliated with the Rainbow Coa.
litiom, Ine.

Metro-Detroit Libertarians

15

Summer '91



THE MACKINAC CENTER

For PuBLIC PoLicy

Michigan’s premier free-market think tank.

I | The Mackinac Center

» Major Policy Studies ‘{mﬁﬁ"“ﬂ* to enjoy a Bm""’tilﬂg
= ; influence among state policy
HESDUTE Bank for Legmlamrs’ ..--"""# makers, educators and the media.
J{?Uf”a ists and Teachers We are making headlines around the

* High School Debater Workshops state, successfully challenging the
* Commentary and op-ed articles | prevailing political consensus with
- Speakers " alternatives superior to state intervention. The
<l | Mackinac Center is an independent, non-profit

public policy research and educational organization.
For more information please write or call.

The Mackinac Center = 119 Ashman, P.O. Box 568 = Midland, Michigan 48640 « (517) 631-0300

METRO-DETROIT LIBERTARIANS BULK RATE
P.O. BOX 4762 U.S. POSTAGE
TROY, MI 48099 PAID
TROY MI
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED PERMIT NO. 204

Metro-Detroit Libertarians 16



